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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        28 April 2015 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Welcome back, everyone, to the second term, which is already well underway. This term ushers in the winter 

sports programme, which includes a flurry of sports matches prior to the examination and assessment period 

towards the end of the term.   

Our students have been very active over the holidays on sports tours, cultural trips and representing Border at 

interprovincials.  Particular congratulations to Mark Roach, who was the only adult male in South Africa to  

qualify for the Deaf World Swimming Championships in the United States later this year, on the basis of his 

times at the Open Senior National Swimming Championships in Durban last week.  

Natalie Taylor has also been selected to represent South Africa at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree in Yamaguchi, 

Japan next term.  Further South African representation came the way of Chace Collett, Jemima Kruger, Paige  

Collins and Dana Du Preez over the holidays having performed with distinction at the SA Championships of  

Performing Arts in Rustenburg.  They have been invited to travel to Los Angeles to represent SA at the  

Performing Arts World Championships in July.  Wonderful achievements from these students with tremendous 

international opportunities and exposure for each of them!   

With events like the matric dance, music mayhem, the EL Eisteddfod, Hobbiton class excursions, the English  

Festival, school derby days, hockey tours et al, we have an exciting term ahead of us.  Let’s make the most of this 

wide array of activities and opportunity. 

MAKING MEMORIES: The Class of 2015 received their Matric jerseys recently.  
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“The small classes make it easy to make friends, concentrate and get individual attention. The teachers are amaz-

ing. They look after each one of us and make sure everyone understands everything. They also make the lessons 

fun and I love that they encourage us to ask as many questions as we like.  

The forest setting gives a nice atmosphere and makes things different. 

…I also got quite involved in the cultural side: I joined the marimba band and dance group. We performed at 

many Merrifield events and I was so happy to see that everybody got a chance to be involved.  

Merrifield is a kind environment and is more interested in the person and their well-being as a whole. I enjoy 

Merrifield a lot and I wouldn’t move for anything. I love school and all the people and I look forward to it every 

day. Merrifield makes me happy.” - Paige Zwicky-Wardle, Grade 8  

“My older sister started at Merrifield College last 

year. She would come home from school so cheerful 

and happy, but what’s more is that she would wake 

up in the morning excited to go to school. We all 

thought there was something wrong with her and 

sent her for a medical check up – the sad thing is 

that I think I have contracted the same syndrome … 

I can tell you one thing, that this has made our  

parents happy. Happy children = happy home.  

Merrifield is a great school, the standard of  

education and interaction in the classroom is in a 

league of its own. The enthusiasm of all the pupils at 

the school make you feel that you are part of  

something greater. The sport is inclusive and gives 

all an opportunity to participate. I am so excited 

about our hockey tour to Knysna, and while I would 

love to win, what means more to me is being part of 

a team, participating and having fun.  

I want to thank my parents for letting me come 

here. I have settled in so easily and am really loving 

it.” - Alex Schewitz, Grade 7 

 “… My husband Andrew and I came to the Merrifield  

information evening last year and immediately felt that a 

very definitive factor that made Merrifield stand apart 

from any other school was the sense of family, their  

absolute belief in their staff, their pupils, their education 

levels. 

… We felt that our children could grow into their own  

potential in a way that would allow them to still be  

Individuals – and with their own particular strength.  

… In the term I have been here I can honestly say that the 

calibre of teacher in THIS school is unsurpassed – it  

continually blows my mind the standard of work that our 

children do in class and yet they are so happy to come to 

school each and every day, and it continues to re-affirm 

our decision to choose Merrifield when I see the passion, 

the dedication, the interaction and the fun the teachers 

have with the children. … 

Their lessons have created new discussion topics at the 

dinner table, where we hear about Ouma (Mrs Louw) who 

was rolling around on the floor trying to explain a  

concept; where the infamous Mr Jay speaks in different 

accents and Mrs Tennant gently corrects the maths and 

English; where Mrs Bachar actually encourages expression 

of opinion in an accepting and understanding manner and 

Mrs Caswell, Mrs Sutherland, Mrs Wetmore and  

Mr Lehmann actually make languages, maths and NS fun. 

At Merrifield  Ms Lacey knows every single pupil by their 

first names – and they don’t wear name badges.” – Kim 

Braun, Merrifield parent 

Our Information Evening on 22 April was a great success, a wonderful opportunity to showcase the school to  

parents and prospective students. Well done to all involved, and well done to Merrifield staff and students for 

creating a spirit of excellence and nurturing that shone through to the broader community. Here are some  

extracts from speeches presented at the event.  

“… I was welcomed warmly into the small grade. I 

loved the fact that by the first day I already knew 

most of the grade. … I am very happy at my new 

school, or should I say my home away from home 

because that is what Merrifield is to me.” - Khian 

Denison, Grade 8 
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By Mrs Emilie Rautenbach 

 

Last-minute loadshedding, the growl of a generator, limited lighting and the sound of pounding rain on the hall 

roof could not dampen nor dim the performances at our annual Inter-house Play Night.  

 

Aquila staged “An Empty Chair”, adapted and directed by new matric student Siyasanga Gqokomo.  The play 

made effective use of two settings – one in a hospital room and the other within the consciousness of the main 

character. It drove home the message of the consequences of life choices with Siyakha Ndiki in the lead role. 

She was well supported by the rest of the cast, including  Siposihle Putye (who remained motionless as the 

corpse throughout), Joshua Stephenson, as the conflicted husband, Mishkah Martin as the cheating sister, 

Nokwanda Zwane as the grieving daughter, Afika Xundu as the doctor and Natalie Taylor as the nurse. Farah 

Narkedien appeared as a disturbingly convincing Grim Reaper at the conclusion and was awarded Best Actor. 

 

“Failure is Pain”, written and directed by Anelisa Songca, explored issues of identity and loss. It used a clever 

device of a single devastating letter being read by various members of the cast comprising Dominique Plaatjies, 

Sinovuyo Kobo, Leah Schewitz, Britney Korf, Anda Ntsompo and Kristen Du Plessis. Michaela Liesching gave a 

powerful and haunting performance.  

 

Our excellent adjudicators, Mrs Dianne Wilson and Mrs Jen Moorcroft, gave sensitive and constructive feed-

back. Orion was awarded “Best Play” and Anelisa Songca was recognised as “Best Director”. Many thanks to Ms 

Zwicky, the adjudicators, the performers, the technical support team, and Mr Werner for the photographs.  

“Best Play” honours for Orion 
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College fun at the SRC Valentine’s Ball   
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STRANDLOPER HIKE – 27th – 31st March 2015 

Hikers: Deniran Naidoo, Jiean Naidoo, Sive Selanto, Thobile 

Matanzima, Anda Ntsompo and Jonathan Tyzack. 

Staff: Mrs Caswell, Mr Burton, Mrs Prinsloo, Mr de Klerk, 

Mrs Louw and Mr King. 

We departed from Merrifield at 10am on Saturday 27th 

March and Mr King drove us out to Kei Eco Centre where 

Brian Church gave us a detailed briefing on the trail, huts, 

accommodation, rivers etc. before we set off around 12pm. 

We had a good afternoon hike in beautiful sunshine and had 

a peaceful lunch at the top of the Morgan Bay kraans.  We 

reached the Double Mouth Hut around 4pm and unpacked 

our bedding, had some food and walked around the corner to the Double Mouth River to check out the tides 

and the width of the river for the crossing the following morning. 

The students started a fire using flint – no matches – and we had a pleasant evening under the stars and the 

watchful eyes of a couple of serval cats that were chilling out in the branches of the overlooking forest. 

We left bright and early the next morning and set off around 7.30 for Haga Haga. Our river crossing was not as 

adventurous as we anticipated as the tide was low and water level around knee deep so we were able to easily 

wade across. It was a straightforward and rather short walk to the Haga Haga Hotel as unfortunately the  

Henderson Hut burnt down a couple of years ago and has still not been replaced. We arrived in Haga Haga in 

time for lunch (and the end of the disappointing cricket final between NZ and Australia) and deposited our bags 

before spending a scenic afternoon climbing up to the Whale Lookout Point and negotiating our way down the 

hill the other side to Pullens Bay.    

Sunday evening dinner was taken at the Haga Haga Hotel Restaurant which was a treat for all. 

Monday morning saw an early start and we said goodbye to Mr Burton and Mrs Prinsloo and welcomed Mr  

de Klerk to the hike.  We left Haga Haga Hotel at 8am and had a long, hot day walking all the way to the Beacon 

Valley Hut – where we arrived at 4.45pm and were met by Mrs Louw who had brought us cooked borewors and 

fresh water.  All the hikers did extremely well and there were no complaints although we could tell that they 

were digging deep by the end of the day.  Everyone was exhausted on Monday night so it was early to bed after 

making our supper, and sitting around the camp fire.  

Tuesday morning arrived with another early start, we left our camp at 7.30 and set off on the final stretch of our 

hike.  We walked past Glen Eden, Glen Garriff and Glen Navar and enjoyed some beautiful rugged coast line and 

a couple of detours into the dunes, thanks to Mr de Klerk’s navigation skills – eventually arriving at Yellowsands 

and the Qwelera River which we knew could be an interesting river to cross.  Mrs Louw was on hand with a boat 

but the river was so narrow there was no need; it was fairly deep in one particular spot so we had to strip down 

to our swimming costumes and put our backpacks in survival bags, but the crossing was once again pretty 

straightforward and uneventful – save for Deniran cutting his foot on some glass in the river. 

The final 6km of the hike to Gonubie was over rocks and boulders – the start of the Surfers Marathon – and we 

made good time and were able to swim across the Gonubie River, which was definitely the most exciting of the 

river crossings and finish our hike just before midday.  It was great to see Mr Burton and Mrs Prinsloo who were 

there to meet us at the end of our adventure. In all we were extremely lucky with the weather and had an  

amazing, relaxed and straightforward hike.  Well done to all of those involved – it really is a great achievement, 

carrying all your supplies on your back for four days -  you can be extremely proud of yourselves! - Mrs Caswell 

Sive Selanto, Thobile Matanzima and Anda 

Ntsompo were part of an intrepid group of hikers 

who tackled the Strandloper Trail over the school 

holidays.  
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TENNIS 

Over the school holidays, prep school tennis players 

Devina Pillay, Keelan Hartley and Odwa Mnyila played in 

the Interprovincial Tournament in Bloemfontein. The  

Border team came tenth overall. College players Blake 

Flanagan and Jadon Moerdyk plBurder U19 team that 

placed 10 out of 16. Beat Zimbabwean National Team.  

17 April: U15 Boys lost to Selborne.  

17 April: Nahoon Doubles Prep Tournament: Runners up 

U9 Tyson Ott and Mdanda Pasiya; Runners Up Mixed  

Doubles Devina Pillay and Cyriak Koenig; and Winners 

U13 boys Keelan Hartley and Odwa Mnyila. 

 

SQUASH 

19 April: College Border Squash ranking tournament.U19: 

Matthew Simms 6th; U16 David Simms 9th and Mark  

Williams-Jones 14th; U14: Peter Townes 1st. Buhle Njoko 

finished 10th in U13 Girls Prep Border Squash trials. 

20 April: Merrifield College Squash A vs Clarendon A:  

Clarendon won 21-9. 

 

SCOUTS 

Grade 9 student Natalie Taylor has been selected to represent South Africa 

at the 23rd World Scout Jamboree that will take place in Japan in July. The 

Scout Movement is the largest non-formal education youth movement in 

the world with more than 35 million members in 150 countries.  

 

SURFING 

Lhea Johnston made the U13 Border Surfing team over the holidays. 

 

HOCKEY 

Over the holidays the first team went on tour to Grahamstown and PE. 

“There were many lessons learnt; it was a very worthwhile tour,” Coach Dr 

Hartley said. “We had 0a good, competitive team competing at a strong  

second team level, which considering we largely have players from Grade 8-

11 involved is a good achievement. The players represented the school well 

with good behaviour and team spirit.” 

Results: Merrifield vs St Andrews 2nd team: lost 1 – 0; vs Kingswood 2nd 

team: lost 2-1; vs Pearson 2nd team: lost 3-1; and vs Alexander Road 1st 

team: lost.  

The U14 boys team played in the Rob Taylor Festival. The team drew to  
Hudson 1 - 1, lost to Selborne, drew with Cambridge 0 - 0, beat York 4-3 and 
beat Dale 2-1.  

Ann-Sophie Kaiser successfully 
participated in the recent  
Bathurst Show. In jumping she 
won three 1st places and is now 
the South African champion in 
that category. In  dressage she 
won 2nd and 3rd place and in 
working riding/ showing she took 
1st place and South African  
reserve.  

The Prep Squash team played against Stirling on 20 

April. The teams drew, each winning four matches.  
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Four Merrifield dancers selected for World Champs 

Merrifield students danced their way to the top at the South African Championships of Performing Arts held in 
Rustenburg during the school holidays. 

Chace Collett, in matric, Grade 6 student Jemima Kruger, Paige Collins in Grade 3 and Dana du Preez in Grade 6 
were selected as part of the South African team and have been invited to travel to Los Angeles to represent their 
country at the Performing Arts World Championships in July this year.   

Merrifield is extremely proud of all our dancers for their outstanding results and wish them all the best as they 
represent their country further afield. Congratulations! 

Matric student Mark Roach swam in the  Open 

Senior National Championships at Kings Park in 

Durban recently. He qualified in four events to 

take part in the upcoming Deaf World  

Championships in Dallas, Texas, later this year: 

50m freestyle, 50m backstroke, 100m freestyle 

and 100m backstroke. Well done! 

Swim stars! 

Grade 5 student Megan Waechter took part in the 

Level 1 National Gala in Malmesbury during the 

school holidays. She swam in seven events, making 

the finals in all of them. She won two events, came 

second in three events and third in two events. She 

was also part of the team that won the 4x100m  

freestyle relay. Excellent! 
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LITTLE BLESSING 

Mrs Caryn Lategan welcomed baby Kylie into the 

world on Sunday, April 19. We wish her all the very 

best with her little bundle of joy.   

FOR SALE 

 

Hi Tec Shoes  Kiddies 
Tennis/ Squash from 
R315 

Kiddies X Trainers from 
R250 

Wilson Tennis/Squash 
shoes from R649 

Wilson Tennis/Squash 
rackets also available 

Tel Gary Thorne 084 558 
7955 (Mornings only) 

 

Defy 350 litre chest 
freezer in good working 
order, R1500 onco.  
Contact 082 782 0342.  

 

Vito bike rack, can hold 
two bikes. R1200 onco, 
contact Louise on 
083 726 1641. 

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield  

students, from 28 March to 24 April: 

Danielle Bolarinwa, Jessica Richards, Somila 

Bottoman, Joel Bosse, Ruby Mare, Mpolokeng  

Ncwana, Dylan Smith, Gabriella Stephen, Jack  

Wheatley, Karl Walker, Madison Strydom, Anna-

Christina Kuchler, Azuzile Mbandazayo, Chloe Pagel, 

Zoey Thesen, Cameron Wicks, Lea Kuhlmann, Danielle 

Wittrowski, Madison Goliath, Tannah Whiteley,  

Sammy-Skye Birkhead-Uys, Jan Alberg, Khian Denison, 

Emily King, Mishkah Martin, Kubechosi Mazizi, Alyssa 

Miles, Mthawelanga Mboniswa, Lily Scheeld, Oliver 

Coltman, Luca Alberg, Coleen Grobler, Andrew  

Martins, Alizwa Mntoninthsi, Lilly Becker, Qhamani 

Matunda, Tasmiyyah Moola, Mark Roach, Afika Xundu, Grace Whiteley, Milani Mbetshu, Paige Holmes, 

Kutloano Jonas, Anke de Ridder, Jakob Maasch, Yonga Mangcu, Oliver Hansen, Nalu Mtengwane and Ashley  

Taylor.  

Staff: Keith Armstrong, Nadia Smith, Susan Jackelman, Gardie Newman, Thembakazi Sylvia Zono, Tracey  

Mangold, Nomveliso Maneli and Cathy Schwartz.  

Mrs Tracey Mangold celebrated a milestone birthday 

recently, and was sung to in three languages by the prep 

students.  

A group of students, led by Mrs Nadia 

Smith, toured abroad over the  

holidays. Here James Gibson and 

Matthew Amm admire an ancient 

structure in Ephesus. 

Sive Selanto models the new  

trousers available for girls to wear 

as part of their winter uniform.  


