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  Merrifield’s Very Own Bi-Weekly Newspaper                                                                                                        27 February 2015 

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

The Merrifield Mile is upon us and we are encouraging as many of 
our students and parents to travel out to the Wriggleswade Dam on 
Sunday to spend a fun day out in the countryside.  Even better – we 
would love for you to take part in one of the swimming events: either 
the Mile, MerriDash or Wriggle.  There are races for all age-groups, 
catering for both the serious and social swimmers.  This is a whole 
school initiative where Merrifield is placed centre-stage in the public 
eye.  We have always had excellent support from the Merrifield  
community and  would greatly appreciate your presence at Wriggleswade on Sunday. 

While attendance at the Mile in not compulsory and no registers will be taken, we would like to see 
most of our children and families supporting the event on Sunday.  Please note that Monday 2 March is 
a Merrifield school holiday in lieu of the full day out at Wriggleswade.  Should you wish to make the 
most of the weekend – there are tent and caravan sites available at the dam and can be booked and 
paid for by phoning Amanda on 083 752 4545.  Please also be aware that at all times, your children will 
be your own responsibility at Wriggleswade.  The focus of the teachers is on the preparations and  
running of the Merrifield Mile. 

Just a few points to be aware of: 

On Sunday, all Merrifield students are required to be in Merrifield sports gear and not civvies.  School 
tracksuits and previous Mile shirts can be worn. 

No dogs are allowed at the dam as per the Wriggleswade Management regulations. 

If you plan to bring a licensed boat to the dam, please make sure that you have launched by 10 a.m. on 
Sunday at the latest. 

We are looking forward to a very exciting and fun Merrifield Mile on Sunday.  There are food stalls 
available, crafts, kiddies’ attractions and a NSRI mock rescue presentation in what promises to be an 
action-packed day.  Please do your best to join us at Wriggleswade and to encourage your children to 
swim one of the events.  It would be great to see enthusiastic mass involvement from our school – 
there is a prize for the most school entries in the MerriDash and Mile, which we have won before.  The 
weather looks promising with light wind, sun and clear skies forecast. 

Here’s to a fantastic day out in the country! 
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The Grade 5s, above,  had a madly muddy wonderful time at Forest Way recently while the Grade 7s, below,  split 

their camp between Pecan Valley and Chefane, before coming together at the end to learn leadership skills, to 

bond as a grade and to create memories to last a lifetime.  



 

4 

College Enviro Club News 

By Mrs Pauline Wetmore 

For the last two weeks our Enviro Club members having been waging 

war on a very toxic weed Xanthium strumarium, otherwise known as 

the Large Cocklebur. This nasty weed has sprung up after heavy rains 

last year brought down a lot of vegetation including reeds and the 

seeds of invasive weeds from higher upstream.  Nahoon beach is still 

looking unattractive with piles of broken reeds and thorny weeds 

making walking barefoot on some sections impossible.  Large parts 

of the beach are no longer suitable for beach volleyball, sunbathers or playing children. The municipality seems 

unaware of the problem as to date no action has been taken and the Large Cocklebur in now in the second genera-

tion with thousands of plants having sprung up after the first few plants flowered, set seed and died.  A few weeks 

ago there was a complete carcass of a small duiker on the beach with no obvious injuries.  One wonders if it maybe 

ingested some of the Cocklebur leaves while browsing especially as this weed is not a familiar part of the habitat. 

Only a small amount of this weed can cause the death of animals and it is a Declared Weed Category 1. 

We approached Mr Allen Zealand, Senior Superintendent of Beaches, to get his permission to wage war on the in-

vasive weeds.  He was delighted at our initiative and was very supportive, supplying us with black bags. Other 

members of the public who have noticed our activities have also made very positive comments and we have had to 

pose for so many photos each time! It feels great to be appreciated and pulling out weeds is just the right medicine 

after a hard day at school!  

Shavathon and spray painting for a good cause 

Multi-coloured hair and, for some brave souls, bare heads were a mark of fundraising for Cansa. Well done to all 

involved.  Mr Lehmann and Mr Du Toit had a huge audience when they had their heads shaved on Thursday.  
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13 February 

Lilanga Mboniswa (1TH): For 

settling so nicely into Grade 1 

and working so well.  

Alicia Kirsch (2R): For working 

hard and giving of her best, and 

for enjoying all Grade 2 has to 

offer. 

Inathi Mtyobele (3B): For great 

manners, conscientious work 

and showing responsibility.  

20 February 

Lithabe Shweni (3P): For his  

conscientious work in class and 

always giving his best. 

Lolwethu Mtyobele (2L): For  

always working diligently in class 

and being a reliable class helper. 

Elene Droste Diez (1H): For 

working diligently and always 

trying hard.  

27 February 

Usithi Nogela (3B): For her  

diligence, kind-heartedness, 

good manners and  

responsibility. 

Jakob Maasch (1TH): For being 

so kind and trying so hard with 

his work. 

Blake Brown (2R): For  

conscientiousness shown in  

everything he does and for being 

a caring and kind friend.  

Grade 9 Core Skills Test (IEB 2014) 

Congratulations to the following students who excelled in last year’s IEB Core Skills Test.  

Silver Award (75-89%): Ruqaiyah Peer, Dominique Plaatjies and Anelisa Rwexu. 

Bronze Award (60-74%): James Gibson, Emily King, Michaela Liesching, Dayna Hempel, Sandisiwe Nkumanda, 

Joshua Puttergill, Teneal Staffen, Danica Stockigt, Seth van Rensburg and Angela Waterson. 

Merrifield Music is alive. New instruments arrived and the pre-primary 

enjoyed a session from visiting musicians.  
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SURFING 

Merrifield students excelled at the recent Border Surf Series. Danica  
Stockigt and Lhea Johnston won in their respective age groups. Nicolas 
Fredericks, Ruby Mare and Marley Johnston also performed well.  

SQUASH 

Peter Townes won the U14 match. Joshua Puttergill, Matthew Simms, 
David Simms and Michael Williams-Jones also played well. 

TENNIS 

The U15 tennis boys drew to Clarendon. Senior tennis girls beat  
Stirling.  

U10 team lost to Selborne 6-0. 

U13 team lost to Grens 1-5. 

12 Feb: Senior Girls Team beat Beaconhurst rivals. 

WATERPOLO 

U15 girls beat Cambridge 10-0. First team girls lost to Cambridge U16 
A 7-4. First team boys lost 5-4 to Port Rex. U15 boys drew to Port Rex 
3-3.  

10 Feb: Merrifield First Team boys and girls, and U15 boys and girls all 
lost to Hudson Park.    

SWIMMING 

Merrifield Grade 9 student Jordan Ramoo has qualified for the SA Na-
tionals (Level 3) by swimming a PB 1:15s in the 100m Breast Stroke at 

the Buffalo City Aquatics February Age Group Gala at Joan Harrison this past  
weekend. Jordan competed in four events and won gold in all four of them.  

Congratulations to the following students who have made it through to the top 8  
gala. Ages range from U8 to U13. We are proud of all of you. A special mention must 
be made of Megan Waechter who was placed in the top 8 for all four strokes and to 
Pablo Battiss who was placed in three strokes. Well done to these top swimmers.  

Rachel Webb, Megan Waechter, Pablo Battiss, Corbyn Keen, Cameron Hanger, Julia 
Beck, Blake Brown, Shaelyn Hartley, Georgina Waechter and Keelan Hartley.  

CRICKET 

10 Feb: Merrifield U15 beat West Bank by 42 runs.  

12 Feb: U10 Merrifield lost to College Street by 53 runs. 

13 Feb: U9 Merrifield beat Grens by 4 runs. 

U15 team won over Stutterheim by 51 runs.  

U9 team won over Gonubie by 21 runs. 

HORSERIDING 

Simonique Rose came 3rd in the 60cm Summer Stakes and 4th in the 60cm Two Phase jumping.  

ARCHERY 

Christian Hempel competed in the recent Eastern Cape Field Archery Summer Championship held at the archery 

club. He won gold in the Junior Male Hunter Unlimited category.  
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Congratulations to all the Merrifield students who took part in the various Surfers Challenge events, and who can 

now wear their t-shirts with pride. Great work! 

We have over 20 enthusiastic girls in our Summer Training Squad practising each Wednesday afternoon at the  

Astro.  We are delighted to have Coach Stephanie Smit from Procoaches who is also a teacher-in-training.  

Summer Hockey Training Squad 
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The Grade 000s are learning about pets and Josh and Alexa's 
dad, Darryl Talbot, brought their dog, Maximus, AKA 
"Puppy", to visit the children! We had fun feeling his soft 
ears and he loved all the cuddles too!  

 Merrifield Tiffendell 3 Day Ski Tour for 

Grades 8-12. 13-17 July 2015. Cost R4000. 

Application forms available from Mrs Smith. 

Limited space.  

 Needed/Wanted: A reliable small car  

needed to buy. Also, a double door fridge 

freezer or fridge with large freezing  

compartment. Please contact Eleanor  

Harvey on 072-742-0602 or email  

eleanorlharvey@gmail.com. 

Happy birthday to the following Merrifield staff and students  

for the period 7 February to 27 February. 

 

Students: Sven Hepting, Lilanga Mboniswa, Nicholas Gregoriou, Joshua Bosse, Daniel Buhle, Sebastian 
Harris, Niccolo Beltrame, Mashudu Moyo, Mthokozisi Nzuza, RJ Madikane, Trishara Naidoo, Yolo  
Sikuza, Zizikazi Bidla, Emma Neethling, Vito Tshiki, Vincent Weppelman, Sophie Bohr, Siyasanga 
Gqokoma, Neo Jordaan, Daniel van Rensburg, Nokwanda Zwane, Abigail Coltman, Pierre Lombard, 
Lisakhanya Nqabeni, Megan Waechter, Andreas Ioannides, Matthew Tasker, Elene Droste Diez,  
Soviana Frerks, Tyler Giese Scott, Jadon Moerdyk, Adam Springfield, Alexis Beau, Montso Kabeli,  
Jonathan Mittelbach, Kyna Morgan, Tristan Muller, Andrew Petzer, Fabian Daub, Bailey Weiss, Kate 
Braun, Riley Johnson, Yeshveer Mahabir and Nick Bamberger. 

 

Staff: Una Driver-Boon, Gill Howard, Meghan Maconochie, Cherie Muller, Michael Burton, Charene 
Harris, Ziyanda Zim and Maureen Giba.  

Mrs Lisa Wardle is expecting another bundle of 

joy, and was spoiled ahead of the birth with a 

baby shower in the staff room recently.  

Merrifield wishes her all the very best for the rest 

of her pregnancy. 

Special thank you to Mrs Natasha Williams-Jones, Mrs Gill Sanderson 

and Mrs Sally Van Der Walt for playing cupid this Valentine’s Day. Their 

sweets and chocolates bearing messages for friends and crushes were 

a hit, the sale of which raised funds for the Merrifield Mile.  

Notices  


