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The annual Eco-Fashion show, incorporating the matric makeover, took place recently. The event showcases Eco 

couture/ Eco friendly fashioned outfits designed and created by the Grade 10 Art students. The outfits were of an 

incredibly high standard and the judges - Mrs Meg Devan (owner of  Lokal Yokel, Ms Lisa van Wyk and David 

Coetzer from ELMI and Mrs Chay Bachar from Merrifield - had tough decisions to make. The winning dress was 

made by Michaela Liesching, and the runner up was Hannah Rosenstauch. The event is a final fundraiser for the 

matric dance and promotes Eco awareness. An amazing evening was had by all. For more photographs, taken by 

Matthew Boon, see page 2 and like the College Facebook page for a full gallery.  

From the Executive Head, Dr Guy Hartley 

Holidays are upon us as our students, staff and Merrifield families are certainly  

deserving of a much-needed break.  It has been a very full term and we can expect 

no less in the second term as the winter programme gets underway.  We have  

become very busy at Merrifield and this has its pros and cons.  Whilst it is indeed 

encouraging to see our students committed to a wide range of activities, this leaves 

little room for quiet and reflection, which is a very important part of the human experience.  Our children need 

space on their own – purely to rest in the first place, but also to consider the nature of their personal lives, values 

and goals.  The high-tech demands of our activity-filled daily lives often obstruct us from creating these spaces.  

One hopes the forthcoming vacation will provide students with the opportunity to connect with their personal 

needs and inner dreams.  Wishing you all a most enjoyable and reflective first-term break! 

Reminder!  

School re-opens for 

students on Tuesday, 

April 14.  
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Eco-Fashion Show 2015 
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Protea Fire!  

Merrifield’s trip to SciFest 2015 

By Zaheera Limbada and Emma Theart  

On Thursday, March 19, the Grade 11 Physical Science class travelled to Grahamstown for the annual Science 

Festival. 2015 is the International Year of Light and this was the theme of the many lectures and exhibits held.  

We first attended the laser show, which everyone enjoyed. It was amazing to see how lasers could be used to  

create 3D images in synchronisation with music. We then had the opportunity to visit the exhibits, all science, 

geography or biology-themed. It was nice to actually know what the presenters were talking about as many of 

the topics covered and experiments done were based on theory we had discussed in school. There was even a 

shark dissection which a few Grade 11s thoroughly enjoyed! 

We then attended a lecture on how chemistry is used in light. This was the most interesting lecture we attended, 

as we had seen what a combination on substances we had just read about what could do on a large scale. The 

Cambridge University lecturer was quite eccentric, and so there weren’t many limits on how big and loud the 

explosions could be! An astronaut from NASA, Catherine Coleman, gave us a lecture on what it’s like to be in 

space and we had the opportunity to ask her questions. 

It was fun to be out of the classroom for a day and we appreciate the opportunity we had to learn new things 

and see how they are applied to real life situations.  
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Students of the Week 

20 March: Sahana Phillips and Judith Kafka (3P): For  

exemplary work in class and being such well-mannered and 

kind-hearted young ladies.  

Lienke Pienaar (2L): For being such a genuine friend to all and 

always trying hard in class.  

Damian Pillay (1H): For his diligence, excellent manners and 

being a friend to everyone.  

Good progress in Reading 

Gr1H: Jacob Barden and Elene Droste-Diez 

Gr1TH: Daniella Webb and Luca Alberg 

Gr2R: Montso Kenneth and Sushi Naidoo 

Gr2L: Ande Jayiya and Yonwaba Mahlati 

Gr3P: Gerhard Kotze and Lithabe Shweni 

Gr3B: Johannes Schoeter and Azu Mbandazayo 

Parents were recently invited to have a look at 

the work done by the Prep students since the 

beginning of the year.  

The matric science class  

experimented with a personal 

power practical; Shan Hempel 

is captured here by Mrs Cathy 

Schwartz.  

Merrifield Grade 6s hosted two separate entrepreneurs days recently, with wares on sale ranging from funky straw 

glasses to confectionaries and cupcakes. A great way to learn the value of buying and selling, and ever popular with 

eager customers! 
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Easter Bonnet Parade at Merrifield  

By Emily-Faye Xantho 

The Easter Bonnet Parade was the hopping event of the week. On 25 March, the Foundation Phase celebrated 

Easter with a colourful bonnet parade. From chicks to colourful eggs to chocolate bunnies, there was a wide varie-

ty of colourful hats on display. The creativity that was put into the hats had paid off, as many children were mes-

merised by the beautiful hats. Chocolates were the fashion and had everyone’s mouths watering. Emma said she 

had fun wearing her colourful hat.  

There were many smiles on the children’s faces and this event was a first for the Grade 1s.  

Happy Easter fellow Merrifielders! 

Pre-Primary Easter Egg Hunt! 
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Bronze Level President’s Award Hike  

Double Mouth—Morgan Bay—Kei Mouth—Haga Haga 

The first of the year’s College Hikes took place with 15 students and three teachers completing the 27km scenic 

wild coast route which took in the beautiful Morgan Bay Krans, the Kei Point Pump House, the Haga Haga beach-

es and other spectacular coastal views.  Friday night was spent at Kei Eco Centre.  All in all a fun filled adventure 

was had by all. 

Congratulations to 

former  Merrifield 

student  

Jade Buitendag,  

Class of 2013, who 

was awarded  

springbok colours for 

golf. He is ranked 

fourth in the men’s 

open amateur  

category, a great   

achievement.  

The U13 Merrifield Cricket team take a 

break  during their match on 13 March 

against Lilyfontein. 



7 

TENNIS 
We would like to congratulate Jadon Moerdyk and Blake Flanegan on their selection as part of the Border Junior 
Tennis teams going to the Tennis South Africa/ High Schools Inter-provincial tournament taking place in Pretoria 
this week (26-31 March). It is a great honour for them to represent their province. The players have had to play 
Border Trials over two weekends to secure their place in the team. Well done and best wishes.  

17 March: U13 boy’s tennis, Selborne vs Merrifield. Team of Keelan Hartley, Ofwa Mnyila, Scott Schwedhelm and 
Michael Tasker lost 30-16 in the A League.Keelan and Odwa played doubles and lost 6-4 in a close match.   

18 March: Senior girls tennis drew to Hudson Park.  

13 March: Merrifield vs Komga U10. Merrifield lost.  

SQUASH 
22 March: Results of the Border Squash Ranking Tournament. U19 Boys: Matthew Simms 8. U16 Boys: Joshua 
Puttergill 3, Michael Williams-Jones 12, Mark Williams-Jones 21. U14 Boys: Peter Townes 1. U13 Girls: Catherine 
Williams-Jones 8, Buhle Njoko 10, Sive Pakade 16. U11 Boys Mangena Mayekiso 18.  

SWIMMING 
Results from the Athlone Shield Swimming Gala that took place in King William’s Town on 6 March.  

Oliver Coltman (U10 boys) came 2nd in 50m free in a time of 39s49. Pablo Battiss (U12 boys) came second in 50m 
free in a time of 36s13. Corbyn Keen (U12 boys) came third in 50 free in a time of 36.38, and third in 50m back-
stroke in a time of 48s72. Megan Waechter (U11 girls) came first in 50m backstroke in a time of 41s16. The Merri-
field boys team of Cameron Hanger, Oliver Coltman, Corbyn Keen and Pablo Battiss came third in the boys free-
style relay in a time of 2min29s91. 

CRICKET 
17 March: U13 Merrifield vs Lilyfontein. Merrified won with a score of 78/6 in 15 overs. Man of the match was 
Michael du Preez who scored 21 runs and took two wickets.  

19 March: U11 Merrifield vs Lilyfontein A Team, Merrifield lost by 5 wickets. Man of the match was shared by 
Thomas Braun and Oliver Coltman.  

HOCKEY  
The U14 hockey boys took part in the U14 boys preseason festival held at Bunkers Hill Astro. The boys held their 
own at the A league festival, beating Cambridge 5-0, losing to Queens College 2-0 and losing to Dale 3-1. The 
boys’ next tournament will take place during the holidays in the Rob Taylor Hockey Festival at Selborne College. 

DERBY DAY  
Merrifield vs Harvest Christian School, 13 and 14 March. 
Friday: Cricket U15 vs Harvest First Team. Merrifield lost by 6 runs. 
Saturday: Open boys squash won 12-3. 
Surfing: Team of three – Danica Stockict, Brendan Stockict and Nicolas Fredericks – won the contest 21 points to 
16.  
Tennis: Boys open tennis lost, girls open tennis drew.  

NIPPERS 
Nippers East Cape Champs – 14,15 March at King’s Beach in PE. 
Megan Waechter won a gold medal, three silver medals, and was named joint top U11 girl competitor. 
Georgina Waechter won two gold medals and two silver medals. Congratulations.   

 The whole of prep school enjoyed their last PE lesson of the term, wearing their pyjamas to the pool.   
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Happy birthday to the following Merrifield students, from 14 March to 27 March: 

Ammaarah Cassim, Mahle Ntsebeza, Hugo Williams-Jones, Bukho Madini, Janna 

Bamberger, Julia Beck, Zenande Shenxane, Sage Whiteley, Keelan Hartley,  

Sandisiwe Nkumanda, Ross Timm, Lukho Gcilitshana, Anelisa Songca and  

Aamenah Limbada. 

Staff: Rebecca Wheatley, Daphne Strydom, Dr Guy Hartley, Kathryn Jonas,  

Peter King, Pauline Wetmore and Jill Hobson.  

The Grade 5s spent some time with the children at the King’s Children’s 

Home in Chintsa recently, and also donated much appreciated items 

such as nappies, formula and soap for the little ones.   

Congratulations  

Well done to Orion for their winning 

act in the One Act Plays that took 

place on Wednesday, March 25.  

Pictures and a report will follow in 

next term’s first MerriNews.  

NOTICES 

THANK YOU: On Monday, 23 March, some of our marvellous 

musicians went to Kennersley Park Retirement Village to 

 entertain the residents there. It was heart-warming to see the 

younger generation using their musical talents to brighten the 

day of some older folk.  

There was a fantastic turnout and smiles all around. Thank you 

to music teachers Nicole Coetzer, Sharon Malan and Samantha 

Malan for organising and preparing for the event. Our  

musicians did us proud!   

FOR SALE: Wooden cot, excellent condition. R1000 onco.  

Contact Taralyn on 082-722-5688. 

SPORT: Adult Tennis Lessons, weekday mornings at Beacon 

Bay Country Club. Contact Coastal Tennis Academy Coach  

Stephen Cross on 078-813-0216. 


